Footnotes for Web Sources

More and more research is done on the Internet.  Having a clear, concise and supported reference system is really important.  In my experience most footnotes for web sources are not done correctly.  The following samples of web references are from A Pocket Style Manual (Fourth Edition).  This footnote method is from the American Psychological Association style guide.

21. NONPERIODICAL WEB DOCUMENT  To cite a nonperiodical Web document, such as a report, list as many of the following elements as are available: author’s name, publication date (or “n.d.” if there is no date), title, date of access, and the URL.

Examples

Cain, A., & Burris, M. (1999, April). Investigation of the use of mobile phones while driving.  Retrieved January 15, 2000, form http://www.cutr.eng.usf.edu/its/mobile_phone_text.htm
Archer, Z. (n.d.). Exploring nonverbal communication.  Retrieved July 18, 2001, from http://zzyx.ucsc.edu/~archer
22. CHAPTER OR SECTION IN A WEB DOCUMENT  After the author’s name, year and section title, write “In” and give the title of the document, followed by any identifying information in parentheses.  End with your date of access and the URL for the chapter or section.

Example

Heuer, R.J., Jr. (1999).  Keeping an open mind. In Psychology of intelligence analysis (chap. 6).  Retrieved July 7, 2001, from http://www.cia.gov/csi/books/10104/art9.html[1]
[1] Hacker, D (2004).  A Pocket Style Manual (Fourth Edition).  Massachusetts/Bedford/St. Martin’s.





